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remarks, quite innocently : " As much as I am surprised at it, I 
have to let the matter take its course." What else can a fool-led 
sovereign do ? 

(To be continued.) 



SYMPNEUMATA ; * 
A Report of the Contents of a Work by Lawrence Oliphant. 

BY SARA CARR UPTON. 

In a few words of preface the author introduces his book as 
suggesting a basis of relative truth for the understanding of 
human life. 

He disclaims apology for the necessary assumptions in his 
statements to follow, but regrets the difficulty which he finds in 
explaining to others that such assumptions are due to the impera- 
tive force with which the conceptions stood forth to his mind ; 
and he goes on to say that the immense conviction which here 
finds voice does so crudely, because the faculties through which it 
approaches the reader are incomplete. 

The reader may humbly grant that his faculties for receiving 
are incomplete, but this does not make it quite clear why the 
writer's faculties could not have rendered many troublesome sen- 
tences less involved. 

The plea for indulgence for the statements with authority has 
a certain reason, and courtesy will grant it, with the mental reser- 
vation that later on the intellect will claim its right to perceive 
clearly their logic. 

We must also ask the reader to remember that the present ab- 
stract of Mr. Oliphant's book suffers from the same complication 
of sentences. This is necessarily so, since we have chosen to use 
his own words to express his own ideas wherever possible. In 
this way something is lost, indeed, but much is gained. 



1 Sympneumata, or Evolutionary Forces now active in Man. Edited by Lawrence 
Oliphant. William Blackwood & Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1885. 
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Chapter I. 

THE EARTHLY MALADY. 

He first considers the Creation and the Fall of man. 

The literal belief in the first of Genesis that the whole creation 
was finished and rounded off in six of our days, and that our first 
mother brought simple ruin to the human race from the act of 
eating an apple that was not ripe for her, is the direct conse- 
quence of the gross materiality that arose from man's fall, as Mr. 
Oliphant interprets it. He does not take the first chapter of 
Genesis as his text. He is far too well versed in the bibles of 
the world to choose any special one, but he uses it as he does 
other scripture, and wherever it supports his argument. His 
theory is that the infant human race was created with the divine 
vitality playing upon it, and working in its interior organism out- 
ward to its surfaces. 

The " fall " came from the chosen and conscious opening of the 
human organization, by its own will, to influences from the lower 
animal creation, and thus proceeded from outward surfaces to the 
inward organism. This caused an opposition and conflict of cur- 
rent in which the human body would have perished, had not its 
outer casing become solid, in order by this change to preserve the 
inner organism of man still permeable by the divine vitality. 
And Genesis, iii, 21, is interpreted to mean that God made them 
coats of skins of animals, or substituted the animal accretion of 
skin for their fluid and luminous condition in the Garden of 
Eden. A passage from the Kabbala is quoted in Chapter IV, 
which says: "When Adam dwelt in the Garden of Eden he was 
dressed in a celestial garment, which is a garment of heavenly 
light." Thus an arrest in true human evolution occurred, the 
fluidity of the human body was lost, and man's consciousness of 
his inner processes became closed, while his dominant consciousness 
began to reside in the outer activities of the overlying system by 
which the lower creation proclaimed affinity with him. Thus the 
conflict of currents in man, the divine and the animal, always 
remains. His covering of matter is swung to the vibration of the 
animal world, and is reacted on by the divine-human frame 
within, though the door has never been wholly closed against a 
reassertion of true vitality. The formation donned by the human 



84: The Journal of Speculative Philosophy. 

frame, as a bulwark for its inner life, was such a body as might 
have been the crown of a complete evolution of the lower animal 
creation. 

Thus the evolutionary or Darwinian doctrine is the surface 
truth. The modern scientific world finds, as it penetrates deeper 
into organic mysteries, that relation between humanity and the 
lower creation which represents to its imagination the totality of 
truth with regard to the human organism. The apprehension 
that this husk is merely an outer shell of every component atom 
of the visible body, and composed of the gross elements of an ex- 
ternal and solidified brute accretion, is necessary for the true 
understanding of life, and this truth contains the simple philoso- 
phy of the phenomena called death. For a time the outer and 
inner man grow together, but as the growth of the real man and 
of the essence-forms of his organism can never pause, a moment 
inevitably comes when the compression of the organ coverings, 
which are composed of low matter, will cramp the fine expanding 
matter of the man himself, and must be gotten rid of. Gradual 
death, which men call old age, is the gradual growth of the finer 
matter of the man, which, during vast ages of past history, has 
been always obliged to withdraw itself from its coverings away 
from the earth. Full human evolution not having been a terres- 
trial possibility, death has prevailed. 

But Mr. Oli pliant foresees in the ages whose coming now be- 
gins, a new phase of terrestrial existence. That part of man which 
now withdraws from the body at death is fast growing in its 
race history toward maturity, and will soon begin to put forth 
force that will subdue the animal side. The future service of 
man to the globe will not cease with a visible discarding of the 
corrupting flesh, but on dissolving his covering of earth. He will 
in his new phase be visible to all of his kind. And this will 
occur with the natural processes of evolutionary laws which eter- 
nally operate in his organism. 

Chaptek II. 

THE DIVINE DESCENT. 

Mr. Oliphant says that the century in which we live witnesses 
the development in man of an acute sensitiveness for perceiving 
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the quality of the finer sensations of his own physical organism. 
This fact is the result of a silent evolution ; and the present is the 
end of the period, whose beginning disappears in the infinite re- 
moteness of the past eras. 

A return to the conditions under which the divine vitality plays 
through the human organism is now first possible. Thus the 
return of the faculty, and the power to test and perceive it, are 
coincident. The immanence of God in man, so much asserted 
and so little felt, becomes a physical fact ; as truly physical as any 
emotion which we know — love, heroism, fear, jealousy — but acting 
upon the surface with an intensity superior to-that of any known 
sensation. Its quality is that of sex-duality, and it touches man 
with a sense of infinite purity which makes him aware that he is in 
organic rapport with a copartner of these divine influxes, whose 
being melts into the inner spaces of his own and completes those 
forms of his which receive this life from God. It is impossible 
for any human being to confound this emotional sensation with 
any other. Man is now ready, without and within, for the pres- 
ence of that God who comes announcing himself as Father- 
Mother, Two-in-One, showing each human creature to himself as 
a divine being before a divine God, in service of the world. The 
moral and physical experience that generates and confirms the 
conviction that such are the central pivots of life's true philoso- 
phy, may be gained either as a gift or by a struggle. 

Chapter III. 

THE INVISIBLE BATTLE. 

The earth-man (the human race as it is) has evolved unevenly 
as to the different parts of his nature. In the last few "fenerations 
the intensification we have spoken of in his inner growth has 
specially vitalized his intellect. The secret fountain of his spirit, 
the sympneumatie influx, has fertilized the soil of his mentality. 
Hence we see a growth which is one-sided, although it gives prom- 
ise of a higher moral condition than has yet been known, by 
bringing an increased sense of individual duty to mankind, and 
has yielded greater intellectual, rational,and inventive development 
than ever before realized. But because as yet many of the keen- 
est thinkers close themselves against the investigation of their 
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moral impulses, and fail, therefore, to learn the dependence of 
their mental and physical faculties upon them, the general growth 
still remains stunted, and the food of all true thought and reason 
is lost by the suppression of the faculties for its use. Those who 
aspire to gain the fulfilment of the human evolutionary move- 
ment of their time find that they must master, as a first study, 
the mode of motion of the affectional forces. And, as the pre- 
liminary to this study, all conflicting conditions — viz. : all previ- 
ous opinions, conclusions, social prejudices, religious, philosophic, 
and sceptical convictions and individual conceits, all ties of race, 
friendship, family, where these are not wholly subservient to the 
life effort for truth — must be put aside. 

In the calm pause of mental expectation which follows, the 
man, listening at the door of his own nature for an answer, per- 
ceives a cry vibrating through his love-forms, claiming the succor 
of his fellow-men. And mind must now take its place as the 
machinery between the highest moral forces and the lowest physi- 
cal needs of humanity. When a man has reached this point, that 
he is mightily pushed from within to know what ails human 
nature, and when his will is set to annihilate evil in himself, and 
let the good live and grow, he becomes aware of a subtle will- 
force of a distinctly personal character opposing itself to the de- 
velopment of the true emotions, and seeking to impair their purity. 
To combat this external will-effort to paralyze the will, we must 
accept hypothetically that there are invasive activities which meet 
the individual in the shape of exterior resistance to every really 
lofty and impersonal aim in life. The opposition of these intelli- 
gences of baser qualities can be overcome only by meeting them 
and resisting them, for, by ignoring them, the individual remains 
under their control. The verification of this hypothesis may be 
taken or left, but it constantly proves itself. To successfully 
oppose these currents of vice, the investigator must have less sel- 
fish aims than those generally used to give strength of will and to 
supply the stimulus for high endeavor, such as the personal hopes 
or fears of his religion, or the self-righteousness which urges an 
individual to obtain a character for pre-eminent virtue among his 
fellows. He must be shorn of the selfish stimulants to virtue. 

The daily strife in which a man now finds himself embarked 
finds confirmation in the primitive teachings or early traditions, 



Sympneumata. 87 

which record that the first influences of evil before which the race 
fell and which preyed on its infancy did not form a part of its origi- 
nal individuality — consciousness — but approached it from without, 
as from regions beyond its own sphere of activity. No sense be- 
comes more clearly developed during the strife than that the evil 
in himself, which a new and high power of evolutionary growth 
is enabling him to reject, is not a part of himself either as a man 
or as a race, and that the death principle so deeply involved 
throughout man's physical and spiritual frame is a foreign intru- 
sion. 

Chapter IV. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE AGES. 

Mr. Oliphant states that while reference to records of antiquity 
may be interesting as confirming the revelations to be obtained as 
intuitions of the spirit by the now illuminated man, they are not 
necessary ; nor does he think it appears that any better under- 
standing of the spirit of the records would enable us to read there 
the process of this evolution. 

He makes an elaborate appeal to the false gods of heathendom 
and to the phallic worship to prove the dual nature of God, and 
then refers to Judaic literature, quoting the received version of 
the Bible from Genesis, Isaiah, Ezehiel, and Hosea, referring to 
the much-disputed word Elohirn, and the hidden name called by 
the Jews, when spoken, Adonai. The commentaries on the Tal- 
mud confirm the dual nature, and the Targum repeatedly uses 
the word Shschinta, the feminine God. The Kabbalists use a 
prayer for the reunion of the Holy One and his Shechinah. In 
the midst of these quotations a few words are inserted carelessly, 
pointing to " possibly unconscious " references to the divine dual 
personality in the New Testament. Such references abound in 
Revelations. This is one of the first signs of the apparent ignor- 
ing by Mr. Oliphant of the life of Christ as throwing light on the 
spiritual path. This looks a little like an obliquity, for, even taken 
at its lowest value, this record has equal claim to consideration 
with the ones he quotes from, for the two plain reasons of its 
more recent date, and as the last written revelation from any 
Christ which is known and received. It is very important, if we 
are examining evidence at all, to know what can be found in the 
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New Testament on this point, and also whether there is reason to 
suppose that the prophecy of John is more " possibly unconscious " 
in its references to the dual nature of God-man than the prophecy 
of Isaiah or Hosea. 

Chapter V. 

THE MESSIANIC PRESENCE. 

In this chapter we receive the categorical revelation of what the 
previous chapters have led us to, and we learn what is the keystone 
of the arch of the new building. 

To Mr. Oliphant the present world-period holds in its bosom 
the regeneration of the world, waiting to reveal itself to each in- 
dividual. It is not to be imposed by the genius of prophet or 
leader, but it is a gift of God to the race. This sounds like the 
fulfilment of the prophecy in Jeremiah, that after certain days 
there is promise of a new covenant. " I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God 
and they shall be my people ; and they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbor and every man his brother, saying, ' Know the 
Lord,' for they all shall know me, from the least unto the greatest, 
saith the Lord." The age is now ripe, says Mr. Oliphant, to re- 
unite man in physical and meutal companionship, each with his 
complementary being, from whom separation began at the fall. 
This being he names " Sympneuma" a Greek word signifying 
"breathing with "or "in conjunction with." With this being, 
communication establishes itself by new developments of the 
senses of sight, touch, and hearing. And through the establish- 
ment of this, communication man co-operates with those beings 
whose mission it is to raise the human race out of its miseries by 
projecting into it their essence, which is an intenser quality of the 
divine force than that of the human race. 

The sole condition for this inheritance is mental acceptance of 
the biunity of the Divine nature and the biunity of the human 
nature created in His image, first as a possibility, and afterward 
continuing one's education into the perception of this. The in- 
tense vitality which God is now pressing down upon us burns 
with a fuller tire of His sex-completeness than the world could 
have received before; and unless the men and women of the day 
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can acquire physical and mental perception of and participation in 
the active and emotional existence of the being who is their sex- 
complement — their love — the avenues are closed by which this 
fact of God can alone impart itself to our consciousness. 

Ruskin, another seer, is constantly referring to the possibility 
of some new vital energy developing itself under the conditions of 
modern human life. 

Chapter VI. 

LOVE. 

The acquirement of this new order of faculty — moral, rational, 
and physical — requires an apprenticeship of years before the keen 
perceptive consciousness of what passes in soul and body is attained. 
That man is ready for the struggle who feels that no other life is 
worth pursuing than one that holds out hope of a conscious union 
with the life-currents of the Deity ; the power of a marriage in 
soul, mind, touch, sight with the true being and companion toward 
whom every instinct of man tends ; and proceeding from this 
marriage the power of so intense an identification with the whole 
body of humanity that he feels no other use for life can be found 
than to cast it before the feet of the brother for ceaseless and or- 
ganic service. As hope and encouragement to enter this path, Mr. 
Oliphant tells us that living tor these things has brought " many " 
— and presumably the band now surrounding him — into a new 
world, where new faculties respond to new forces, where experi- 
ence supersedes hope, and where the work of God goes forward 
working hourly to the redemption of the planet. 

He speaks of the life and death of Christ as " a bomb-shell of 
penetrating particles which burst upon the world, scattering its 
myriad germs of slow-ripening moralities upon no region of the 
human sort so freely as upon those sensitive structures in spirit 
and body by which the creature responds by sentiment or sen- 
sation to currents of sex-life from God above and from the animal 
life below." 

From the time of the insemination into the race of these more 
potent a'ruisticgerms contained in the teaching of Christ "there 
have never been wanting choicer natures in each succeeding genera- 
tion to hold before it increasing purity and self-abnegation in the 
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sex-affection, in spite of the vice and grossness in which the whole 
question of passional love has wallowed." He promises that the 
evolving knowledge of our time will make the mystery clear, and 
that those of his band have already a keener acquaintance than 
was ever afforded in any previous period of human history with 
the divineness into which passion soars, and with the hell on earth 
which is the consequence of its poisoning or destruction. 

Chapter VII. 

THE SUBSURFACE WORLD. 

I see no way to approach the chapter called the subsurface 
world by any usual or known methods. It may be wild nonsense, 
but when a thing is asserted that we have no means of proving or 
judging, except as it is probable or improbable according to every- 
day opinion, I must make my judgment according as my mind 
sees immense possibilities for the solution of the problems of life, 
or sees only material and actual facts of former experience. To 
my mind, which calls for a meaning between the lines, and under 
the words, and below the form, I can only say that it may be. It 
is not impossible, and with finer senses it might be that we could 
know that there is a subsurface world, a plane of life upon which 
all beings once met and held intercourse from whatever world or 
condition they approached. We can conceive that in the earlier 
period the earth-humanity lived in open consciousness of this plane, 
which had been originally the surface plane, and that it has re- 
ceded as man has grown more on the surface plane, and has be- 
come more dimly conscious of this world, so as to finally deny it. In 
this subsurface world it seems that, owing to the fluent nature of 
forms, man could influence, and be influenced by, organisms of 
others, or by the forms of external nature. The subsurface world 
was the region in which his evolution was arrested, the plane from 
which he was to act upon the world around him. From the time 
of the severance of the divine man into two, where the interior, 
the woman-form, which was the well-spring and repository of the 
divine currents in their transmission to man, ceased her work, man 
— who was to have transmitted these divine currents throughout the 
inferior creatures, the kingdoms of the beasts, the planet, the ele- 
ments — lost his dominion and power over them, and the animal 
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nature which stands the nearest to man in the wonders of the or- 
ganization, instead of receiving from him of the fountains of life, 
became to some extent hostile, and began to impel back upon man 
particles from its vitality. Man, instead of evolving in a manner 
exclusively human, became human animal. The present terrestrial 
man is only just becoming capable of understanding how foreign 
and abnormal to the God-made man is this body of his, which he 
has taken on from the animal world, and which is the coarse and 
heavy husking of each organic particle of the man's true frame. 
This most external framework should be properly a spirit still, and 
should not be deprived of those attributes which overcome time 
and space; which attributes men, even in their present grossness, 
possess as regards the emotions and intellect. It seems, that in 
the process of evolution there must be a return to the true order, 
and that terrestrial man must lay off this excrescence layer, again 
become a pure divine spirit, receiving and giving forth divine 
currents, and having only so much of a body as is necessary in or- 
der to establish an organic connection between him and the par- 
ticular world in the service of which the divine behest retains him. 
Such a body is assimilated from the finer particles in the atmos- 
phere of that earth, and is the ultimate efflorescence of his God- 
human form. It is asserted that the subsurface world was already 
the seat of disorders from other planets, but that it is useless and 
dangerous for man now to turn his attention to questioning the 
why and the wherefore of this, whicli will in time be clear to 
him. 

It suffices to say that though he partly exists semi-consciously 
in this subsurface world, and though he is open to attack from it, 
an angel with a flaming sword ever guards the treasure of his di- 
vine identity, and the attacks are directed against the inherited 
body of the animal accretions. 

Chapter VIII. 

THE REVELATION OF SECRETS. 

This is the paean of the Sympneuma, the revelation of the secret 
of secrets, the key to the termination of the world's distress by 
revealing its joy. The sore of the world has been its love-centres, 
which have sought love and have found lust and unlove, and have 
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sought rest to find strife and hate. Although only one out of ten 
can accept this secret and test it experimentally, the vitality is 
pressing upon all, and all are undergoing the same process of 
change into higher organization of spirit and mind, though they 
may not understand it. This secret, which is asserted as practi- 
cally attainable, though perhaps practically indescribable, is that 
the clear presence and companionship of the other self presses 
upon the increasing consciousness of all willing individuals. The 
method of its impress is asserted to vary according to constitu- 
tional variations of persons. It selects in each the faculty readiest 
for acute development, training in one at first the aptitude to see 
by growth of finer tissue in the nerves of vision; in another 
playing upon the hidden organs of sound until the ether motions 
from its fiuer speech are accurately distinct ; using in others the 
power of touch, to let its substance be felt ; in some approaching 
the surface consciousness of heart, brain, and body, by issuing 
forth upon it from unimagined organs which fill the regions of 
the inner man and which wake to unexpected life as they become 
the highways of holy energies and joys. But in whatever way it 
comes, it comes to each man as the sweet and perfect possession of 
the one perfectly beloved being, the whole friend that fills the 
whole of his nature, the sure joy that makes sure the right to open 
to joy. Man is conscious that he meets normally and naturally " a 
race of human persons who dwell like him in the spaces around 
his planet, who are tied like him to the duties of its progression, 
who have an organic relation to human life on the planet, and by 
virtue of this are purely devoted to its every need ; and they are 
and always have been the immediate fountains through which 
men have sipped their scattered drops of high beliefs and trusts 
and insights." Man's attitude to the world is altered. He needs 
nothing for himself, desires no power but to participate in the 
divine intention of the hour, needs knowledge only for the power 
to 6erve, succor, and release, and seeks this end, which for his 
own service and pleasure has become valueless, as one of a vast 
fraternity. 

He has now a double point of view — he is woman man, and the 
processes which were only mental have become emotionally mental. 
The woman has become man-woman, and around her sea of feeling 
is built a compassing of strength. 
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Chapter IX. 



THE CALL TO WOMAN. 



The world's history heretofore has been mostly a history of a 
male world, and when woman has taken part as actor or prompter, 
it has mostly been by accident. This arises partly from her inca- 
pacity and partly from an instinct in man to restrict her capabili- 
ties. Man had retained his form, and the animal accretion was on 
his original surface, and he suffered the void within. But the 
woman had no form save the envelope of the Sympneuma's outer 
form, and had to be torn out of the coverings of herself to be un- 
naturally recovered. Both suffer in the external world, but the 
woman is most out of her place. The change that is contemplated 
in the planets' future life is a radical one, and must involve a 
complete and organic change of the race. This change comes in 
man by'the reawakening of his slumbering, closed form-system, by 
the inflow of the feminine vitality in the accession of the Symp- 
neuma's personality. It comes to woman in the awakening of 
her active powers at the embrace that steals upon her as her 
Sympneuma's form constructs itself around and in her. Through 
her he is reopened to the world of fecund womanhood throughout 
the universes, and through him she is opened to the potent man- 
hood of the whole connected world. The woman is reborn to 
herself — that self which can only know itself as being when it is 
open to absorb the potencies of divine biunity and to pass them 
forth to men. There is a new world being born of intense ex- 
periences, fresh physical insight, of vivid sensations, of knowledge 
sure, because sensational — experimental — just at the time when 
the masses of the human family, and even its finer minds, are 
accepting the present resources as the final ones. But this change 
in man is effected solely by virtue of his organic reception of the 
Sympneuma's organism within his own, and in the woman-halves 
of men by the pervasion of her system by the male Sympneuma. 
Through these inmost forms in womankind the divine fertiliza- 
tions of renewed humanity can alone approach. Man will no 
longer crave the commerce of the dissevered sexes, nor will he 
desire children in the present form of the race. 

The Sympneuma's presence pervades and satisfies and bids the 
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old activities of exterior forms to make long pause, awaiting high 
conditions. It is distinctly stated that there is no means of unit- 
ing the male and female forms of men as now on the earth, exter- 
nalized as halves, so as to produce a combination that will be in 
the biune-hnman form. What other consequence can follow (and 
what better, perhaps) than the cessation of the race as it is ? And 
in Mr. Oliphant's opinion there is no hope of a satisfying change 
of circumstance among the divine children here if man has not 
ripened to organic changes, and if human life -continues to repro- 
duce itself as at present by exercising a sex-nature akin to that of 
brutes. 

Chapter X. 

THE EESPONSE OF WOMAN. 

Woman must learn to find and hold her real position in the 
natural order of the world. The Woman's Rights movements of 
the age are phases and indications of her awakening, and are but 
misdirected efforts to extricate herself from the old state of 
things. 

The masculine and feminine natures are as yet in stupid misap- 
prehension or distrust. For man and woman to join hands in 
perfect comradeship throughout the earth and to grow abreast 
into the development of their time, requires the inflow of more 
potent vitalities into the human system. The Sympneuma returns 
with these vitalities to teach and train the degraded units of the 
earth-humanity till their bodies learn to contain the movements of 
genius and passion in brain and spirit, and till brain and spirit 
learn wisdom and ardent sentiment. 

Men will not fear to trust woman when their impulses spring 
forth at the call of human need, nor will women fear to give their 
devotion to man when they by their lives cleave the ways to the 
happiness of the whole human race. 

Chapter XI. 

INTELLECT. 

The present has been the age of the Intellect which stands with 
its back to the future. The science of to-day is so absorbed in 
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investigating past experiences that it would deny the right of 
fresh experience to exist. The knowledge which is to satisfy 
humanity will not come through the door of intellectuality, but 
through the wide approach of psychical experience. Each man, 
if he will know, can know that he has powers growing within his 
soul at this era to match the powers without him, and that as the 
preparation has been made with infinite grandeur in physical 
machineries for a more perfect life on earth, so it has been made 
not less grandly for the same purpose in the collective human in- 
tellectuality and in the interiors of men for the reception of new 
truths. But the leaders of the age are still those of the luminous 
intellect, and not the men and women with the hidden fire which 
propels mind and destiny in the mass. 

The world is governed now by a tyranny of intellectuality and 
science, as churches and empires have governed in their time a 
race of slaves. This is, however, a preparation for a greater future, 
and the collective intellect of the present race has gained capacity 
and strength and keenness- to judge its own experiences. 

He who would keep his nature free to know all truth of experi- 
ence possible for man, must learn to stand alone with his own 
nature, and, while using the proofs of science, he must not lean 
upon them, nor be swayed by any drift of belief or thought. He 
who most isolates himself amid the surface-currents of human life 
is joined most closely to his fellow-beings in the plane of their 
deeper nature. The solidarity of the race is an immutable fact, 
and the more each one probes himself for his nobler sentiments, 
the more will the identity of his needs with those of all the rest 
be revealed. 

Chaptee XII. 

THE NEW SOCIOLOGY. 

All the points previously presented — the intelligent apprehen- 
sion of which facilitates the pursuit of individual and universal 
progress and is almost indispensable for those who would use the 
forces in the world and in themselves — are but the preface to the 
life. These points have been : 

1. The union of the masculine and feminine forms and forces in 
beings really human. 
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2. The free constructing, sustaining, and satisfying play through 
out such beings of full God-forces. 

3. The loss in ancient time upon the earth of the full human 
capacity for receiving the perfect force. 

4. The long subsequent inactivity of the earth-race in regaining 
its nature. 

5. Its incidental helplessness amidst lower forces acting in and 
around it. 

6. Its destiny to complete the race re-education by reattainment 
in each individual in some great future of its full androgynous 
constitution. 

7. The salient importance of the present years, because they 
mark the full assimilation of the forms and forces discharged upon 
the almost unconscious structures (of the race) nearly two thousand 
years ago (by Christ). 

8. The responsibility of each human being to receive by virtue 
of the power within him a new quality of consciousness which will 
dwarf old senses till they disappear. 

9. The claim that each nature makes to hold itself free to re- 
ceive in soul, spirit, heart, mind, reason, will, nerves, fluids, and 
flesh all impulses that meet the consciousness in answer to pure 
requests for purest life. 

10. The capability now developing in men and women for per- 
ceiving the companionship of the Sympneuma hourly and daily, 
which initiates the conscious new departure of each human 
being. 

11. The restriction of womanly activities on earth, which begins 
to vanish. 

12. The past and present intellectualization which has impeded 
that human growth, which should now supervene. 

All these considerations are the preface to all life. He who has 
made all that precedes his own by sure experience rises for the 
work of life equipped with fresh vigors. Being thus ready for 
service, he finds that the nature he now owns dictates a relation- 
ship to all human beings which he cannot evade ; and he finds 
that his vigors for service cannot be imprisoned in creeds, modes 
of thought and reasoning, or personal demands. Such a person 
solves — by pressure of the love that grows within, which love he is 
powerless to repress — the question called " social." 
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He finds now " I am my brother's keeper" to be the sum of his 
consciousness, the standard and warrant under which he puts forth 
every energy and lives his earth career. 

It is further prophesied that the duration of man's life will be 
greatly extended, and that in men and women who begin to know 
themselves as biune, the sense of the desire for the retirement of 
the present millions from sin and misery will prevail over the 
desire to continue peopling the earth after its present fashion. 

Such persons will find the instinct for reproduction to pass 
away. Faithful and inseverable companionships will still exist 
with increase of worth to man and woman, but often with entire 
innocence of the relationship of person which would maintain in 
a painful activity the currents of the decaying unisexual layers. 
And f partial suspension of race reproduction may be regarded as 
a possibility. This is consistent with the theory that man's semi- 
animal layer is being slowly extinguished, and that he now can for- 
bid the entrance of influences from the outer world, because his 
inner growth can transmit to hi3 external vigors sufficient to regu- 
late accretions of terrestrial particles for his terrestrial life, instead 
of, as now, having these forced upon him. Each man and woman 
now married to the spirit which completes them as units of 
humanity knows no longer the - unrest and want that arise from 
uncompleted humanity ; and the sensations of dual growth may 
engender the waning of all old sense. 

The outgrowth of the Sympneumatic frame brings man where 
he may grow as pure and simple man. Human activities, having 
been almost exclusively male, have been in fact half-Xmm&Ti, be- 
sides being mixed with brute vitality. 

Woman has been purposely bound by swathing clothes to pre- 
vent her growing until the resumption of her male envelopes 
could prepare about her a form to hold divine growths developing 
from within. 

Chapter XIII. 

THE NEW FACULTY. 

This is a long and prosy chapter, with no new setting forth of 
matter, whose chief point is that the person joined to his Symp- 
neuma is, as it were, "behind the scenes," and has new eyes to 
judge and appreciate present events and phenomena. 
7 • XXI— 7 
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Chapter XIV. 

SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA. 

The summing up of this chapter is that the historic life of our 
planet resolves itself into inspiration by good spirits and obsession 
by bad ones, which Mr. Oliphant calls a simpler definition than the 
conflict of good and evil, light and darkness, virtue and sin, and 
considers as completely accounting for all the phenomena of life. 

The test by which " to try the spirits " is the determination to 
belong to universal and not to private service. 

When the idea that a man's love for his neighbor was the one 
object to be lived for to the exclusion of all others — worth the sacri- 
fice of life — was first presented to the world — society, priestcraft, 
government, and learning put the rebel to death. But the thought 
has grown through the centuries, and the creed, too subtle for the 
mental grasp of a world under a Roman empire, comes to the 
mentality of modern men again in a higher form. 

Now, there is no question whether to love his kind is good for 
man, nor whether or not to live and die for truth is good. The 
proposition now is — clothed also in most confused language in 
this chapter — that no man is truly living in love, or at the height 
of his humanity, who is actuated by any other motive than a 
universal humanitarian one for the good of the race. That human 
nature throughout the world is one — not many. That, just so far 
as a man or group of men acts from other motives than humanita- 
rian ones, his nature or theirs is impaired. 

Man can now gain the mastership of the occult, sentimental, and 
transcendental through knowledge of the subsurface world by 
means of his opened senses renewed through self-ordeal, self- 
knowledge, and self-judgment. 

He reads the whole human story as a current of increasing de- 
velopment. 

Chapter XV. 

THE LATENT MANHOOD. 

Mr. Oliphant recognizes the principle that Browning is ever 
recurring to as the root of the philosophy of life. Through evil 
to good — all good gained is learned through learning to know 
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the bad. Mr. Oliphant asserts that a profound inspection of the 
human problem shows the result of any crime to be a deeper injury 
to the criminal than to society. His reasoning is that the seed of 
evil sown through the criminal bears fruit in increase of knowl- 
edge to prevent, cure, understand, guide, judge, and thus to love; 
while to the criminal it brings an accretion of brute formation 
that hinders and obstructs. 

But he holds that we are entering another phase of phenome- 
nal life than that which has heretofore been considered by science 
and philosophy. Sympneumatic inspiration, through its conscious 
experiences, is to be the standard by which to measure the results 
of science, since these instincts are in their quality, intensity, and 
vigor prophetic, and the revelation of all the mystery that has 
lain since prehistoric time behind the partial phenomena of human 
life. The man who accepts them projects the illumination of his 
whole personal experience of emotion and reason upon the lofti- 
est operations in the world of thought, as well as upon all faiths, 
reasonings, and seekings after truth in physics and metaphysics. 
And in respect of each oldest and newest action he ascertains the 
degree of its help in preparing for the rebirth of the more real 
human condition that now tinges the horizon of possibility. 

Chapteb XVI. 

CHRIST. 

The chapter called Christ treats of the advent of woman through 
Christ, who was the crowning individual instance of human quali- 
ties which were absolutely universal, aud who was constituted with 
that purity which precluded him from recognizing tribe, sex, or 
person as severable from the whole. 

The Hebrew law began to recognize the duties and necessities 
of woman as something different from a mere adjunct to male 
existence, which, in the unmixed Semitic estimate, she remains to 
this day. 

" That reading and rendering of the human spirit, its powers, its 
developments, its demands, which were projected upon the mind 
of this world by radiations from the illimitable wealth and un- 
fathomable intensity in the nature of Christ, was the blossom that 
grew forth from many generations of Hebrew suffering and 
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endeavor. The full genius of moral intuition, concentrated 
within a human form, had become a phenomenon possible in a race 
thus consciously prepared to consummate a mighty sign of terres- 
trial evolution, but, despite all the circumstances which tended to 
mitigate for the immediate surrounding world, the shock of the 
first open discharge throughout it, of fully externalized elements 
of essential potency, it shivered the national form that had pro- 
duced it, this being too tenaciously interwoven with a tribalism 
that rejected modification." 

These human qualities, as presented in Christ, were the first 
absolutely universal ones. They held in solution not only the 
emancipation of the oppressed, but the " attainment by woman of 
faculties for the projection of long-dormant femininity into the 
affairs of terrestrial life." 

" The Hebrew nation, which, like the aloe plant, died in its 
effort of fruition, and the iron empire which advanced to strangle 
the birth it was destined to cradle and transmit, were alike un- 
conscious of the parts they played. Yet the germ of all that is 
persistent in to-day's civilization, and what strains most vigor- 
ously toward completer evolution, was discharged at that epoch 
throughout the layer of the humanitary body which appears to 
superficial sight as terrestrial man. A simultaneous organic change 
occurred whereby the mysteries of man's interior being instituted 
a quiet process of attack upon his gross external constitution, to 
pierce and penetrate it. This action of the inner upon the outer 
human formation is the greatest verity concerning human phe- 
nomena that man of to-day can grasp." 

" The little world that took upon its limited mentality the im- 
pulse from the new master's mind evinced a clear perception of 
what his thought implied in the external social form, and essayed 
at once reorganization on the basis of interministration by men 
and women, and apprehended completely the identity of woman's 
spiritual aspiration and destiny with those of man. From that 
time woman counted for half humanitary life throughout the re- 
gion which was for several centuries charged with its development." 

" Throughout long centuries of the more ancient progress, the 
idea of virtue was a negative one, that of abstention from in- 
justice and abstention from excess of inclination and disturbing 
activity. The positive quality of operative human emotion did 
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not and does not act through the loftiest orientalism of precept 
or example." 

From the time of Christ the accession of vitality has included 
the elements which still fever the social mass with their efforts 
for freedom and service ; the elements of the equal right of 
woman with man to growth and power; of the indissoluble in- 
terdependence of man and woman ; of distinction of race charac- 
teristics, and the annihilation of separate race interests ; and all 
the elements of that complex type of morality, mentality, and 
physique which is now rapidly establishing itself as the phenome- 
non of our era. 

Chapter XVII. 

GOD WITH US. 

" To find the deepest and truest of their instincts, and to be 
true to them, is the simple duty which men and women prove 
themselves for the most part incapable of performing." " Free- 
dom for development and application of pure moral impulse is 
now the hunger of humanity ; mutual coercion and suppression 
of this impulse is its crime." " Whoever begins to measure acts 
and facts of life around him by the deepest movements that trans- 
pire within him, and will not allow the movements around to 
impress him except as the fullest movement within gives sanction, 
knows what ceaseless effort and frequent pain the course entails, 
and yet that it is the only course of individual progress." 

Chapter XYIII. 

FREEDOM OF THE ENSLAVED. 

" The legitimate claim of each person — the claim most difficult 
to exact of modern societary development — is to be himself. This 
is the only basis of that perfect altruism which would retrieve so- 
ciety." There are two tendencies among those who lead progress : 
one to develop higher and subtler qualities painfully because of 
impressions stamped on mentality from without, social prejudice, 
religious formulae, rationalistic dogmatism, and all the rest of the 
material which man might dominate, but which controls him ; and 
the other tendency to grasp pleasure in recklessness of pure and 
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noble sentiment, which corrupts and degrades, urging a limited 
set of faculties to hyper-development and leaving in absolute atro- 
phy the larger wealth of others with which they are endowed. 
Yet highest growth would transcend pain, and keenest pleasure 
must be free of debasement. Men must grow toward high per- 
fection, and must live with joy inflowing and outflowing. What- 
ever in man is pure, true, human, divine, is essentially both pro- 
gressive and delightful. Both forms of suffering are signs that 
man is ignorant of the great powers to which he inly grows. 

That man will escape from each who will turn faithfully to the 
gathering ground of all essential forces within his .quivering soul. 
He will find that he belongs to a new race, and that his pain and 
weakness and folly come from his not knowing this. 

" One claim uprears itself in holiest lawfulness, the world's cry 
for redemption, and lo ! the God that meets you in the eternal 
sanctuary of yourself comes but for that." 

Chapter XIX. 

THE WORK OP THE FREE. 

Mr. Oliphant looks for the human race to be actuated and di- 
rected by intense passions within them, such as have heretofore 
been represented only in genius, "This age begins to produce 
men who can save Man by simply being in the outward life that 
divine thing which they are at the core." " These, if they leave 
all else to seek initiation into the ways of their real nature, will 
become subjects of certain leading experiences that will indissolu- 
bly unite them by their sameness, and rejoice them by their infi- 
nite variety." 

"The incredible phenomena of sympneumatic consciousness 
constituting the completed capacity of human creatures for sus- 
taining the full impregnation of biune divineness, will change the 
whole aspect of the world, and change and raise in each the dia- 
pason to which he tunes his duties and his pleasures." 

" The question of how personal satisfaction shall be possessed is 
closed, and changes to the demand that his larger self, his entire 
race, shall possess the capacities with him for perfectness of joy." 

"It is not the business of the subjects of these potent phe- 
nomena to urge to unreal, because premature, exercise the con- 
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sciousness of inner vitalization among people in whom it is de- 
layed. It would be both dangerous and futile, and such revela- 
tions make true development throughout the societary body by 
very gentle pressure and percolate very slowly throughout its con- 
nected organism. Man is not judge for man ; but to questioners, 
men who yearn, suffer, grow faint, the sufferers that have been, may 

speak heart-open, offering their release When once these 

souls escaped hold full possession of passion more ardent than is 
told in all romance, and begin to understand the laws of living 
which it imprints upon the brain, the agreements which appear 
among the identical institutions begin to create'among them, how- 
ever widely scattered through the earth their duties may be, a new 
societary form, strictly cohesive, however wide its first attenua- 
tion It is the beginning of a vast people who shall come 

to save." 

" The incapacity for being a stopping-place of pure life-forces 
marks more than anything the resumption by man of his true 
qualities of spirit and body. His resumption of the pure sense 
that he is, in respect of all the powers that constitute him man, 
recipient and agent, generates a spontaneous estimate of societary 
phenomena, and in the complete identification of general and 
personal interests the world reads as a plain book." 

" The sense of rivalrj' in things moral and material having van- 
ished, and the knowledge gained that man's errors arise from the 
organized mismanagement by the whole society of the world, of 
the individual life-forces which are its joint capital for action, the 

mutual judgments of men must cease Each one will know 

that, however elevated his little excellence may appear by compari- 
son, he cannot be truly perfect while there is moral malady in any 
other man ; because the currents of moral life, as in true fact of 
physical, course through the whole humanitary structure, and 
convey to each part something of the disturbance that may be 
localized in any part." 

" Men will cease to affirm of themselves and others that they 
are vicious or virtuous, for they will know, as they experience and 
perceive tendency to error, that it is the sign of faculty fevered 
or congested, starved or paralyzed, and the use of such perception 
and experience is to induce search for the impediments to univer- 
sal growth which is thus indicated." 
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" A new era in the history of ministrations now opens for those 
who offer and for those who take. In this era those who hold that 
the inheritance of tendency, faculty, and circumstance belongs, 
like all that comes from God, equally to all mankind, will ap- 
proach others with apology of desire to impart the force they have 
reserved, and a prayer to be relieved of that which they have no 
right to retain." 

" The littleness of the intellect of men is inadequate to defi- 
nitely solve the many-sided problem presented at this time through' 
out the earth, calling for theory and action, political and social, 
and the sincere on all sides miscalculate at every step the effects 
throughout humanitary men of the measures they advocate." 
" Therefore, throughout the network of those who claim compan- 
ionship with higher beings, and who acquire through them knowl- 
edge of the absolute incapacity of man's mind to devise fixed 
plans for humanitary progress, there will exist no restlessness born 
of the expectation of definite issue." 

" They know that the full solution of the earth problem far 
transcends present power to grapple with it, and, though they can 
live for no other purpose than to forward possession by all men 
of ideas of perfectness, they silence in themselves all clamor for 
anticipation of the ways of working." 

" There exists in the social world no general recognition that 
men should live simply for God and men. These people, under 
the inspiration of the ministering influences which surround them, 
will perceive that they withdraw more and more of necessity from 
every sympathy with the present methods of social life." 

" Yet these children of fire, soiib of the ardent genius for an im- 
mense morality which the earth has long travailed for and at length 
brought forth, stand and labor in isolation while there is sign in 
any place that they are wanted there ; and while their work and 
duty hold them at such post, their gentle sympathies for all that 
touches men and that men love, and even with men's mistakes and 
follies, will hold them silent regarding the gulf that opens between 
their purely universal motives and the narrower personal ones on 
which perforce at present the greater number base their actions." 

In these last pages Mr. Oliphant disclaims for his band — this first 
growth of the new humanity — all schemings, dreamings, theorizing, 
doctrinizing, and dogmatisms which he claims shrink away from 
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the vigorous and direct current of activity which they put forth 
in the practical performance of every nearest, most obvious, and 
simple duty. 

This union of the theory and practice, the system and the life 
lived from it, will perhaps be the proof which men may not un- 
justly require from the assumptions and assertions in Mr. Oli- 
phant's book, and they perhaps admit of no other proof to our 
present faculties. According to his last phrase, we may look for 
a new world given to man in the evolution of new faculties and 
powers whose long delay has made the misery of the planet. 



NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS. 



SENTENCES IN PROSE AND VERSE. 



SELECTIONS BY W. E. CHANNINO. 



She was of a large enough nature to give gold for silver and never 
count the cost. — Betkesda (a novel by Miss Halsted). 

A man loves a woman just in proportion to the amount she exacts 
from him. If you accept all, and do nothing, he will be absolutely de- 
voted. — Ibid. 

Through her he found the passion which warms; through him she 
found the reason that steadies. She no longer was tossed from this to 
that, but had some things in which she could trust, some ideas by which 
she could hold firm ; and his life was no longer that of an observer from 
a lonely standpoint, but the intense existence of eager participation, striv- 
ing for the best. — Ibid. 

This unity of life means pain as well as joy ; to disintegrate a double 
spiritual life is like disintegrating a physical life, which produces agony. 
She had suffered it all a thousand times in anticipation ; he, man-like, did 
not know what it meant until it was upon him. — Ibid. 

To fertilize an arid grief, one must strike deep, even to the waters of 
truth, which underlie all lives as streams underlie all lands. — Ibid. 



